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M r .  Albert  E .  Whiteman 
U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Energy  
Rocky F l a t s  A r e a  O f f i c e  
P .O.  Box 4 6 4  

, G o l d e n ,  Colorado 8 0 4 0 2 - 0 4 6 4  

Dear M r .  Whiteman: 

The C i t y  of Broomf ie ld  h a s  been n o t i f i e d  of t w o  NPDES p e r m i t  
v i o l a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  Rocky F l a t s  P l a n t  i n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  
m o n t h s -  T h e  BOD d i s c h a r g e  l i m i t  w a s  v i o l a t e d  i n  both 
i n s t a n c e s .  The  h i g h  BODS were a t t r i b u t e d  t o  u n c o n t r o l l e d  
a lgae blooms i n  Pond B - 3 .  T h i s  is a s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  
C i t y  b e c a u s e  t h i s  water  is e v e n t u a l l y  discharged i n t o  Great 
W e s t e r n  Reservoir .  

' 
Algae blooms c a n  a n d  do c a u s e  s e v e r e  t a s t e  and odor p rob lems  
i n  t h e  t rea ted  d r i n k i n g  water .  The cost  o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  
c a r b o n  f i l t r a t i o n  t o  remove t h e  t a s t e  a n d  odor i s  e x t r e m e l y  
e x p e n s i v e  a n d  c o u l d  be a v e r t e d  i f  t h e  algae is  c o n t r o l l e d  a t  
t h e  s o u r c e .  

The  C i t y  h a s  s p e n t  t h o u s a n d s  of d o l l a r s  o n  a b o a t  and  
e q u i p m e n t  t o  feed c o p p e r  s u l f a t e  i n t o  t h e  r e s e r v o i r  for 
a l g a e  c o n t r o l .  Approx ima te ly  $5000 p e r  y e a r  is s p e n t  f o r  
t h e  algae c o n t r o l  program o n  t h e  c h e m i c a l s  a l o n e .  The 
d i s c h a r g e s  f r o m  Rocky F l a t s  are  c o u n t e r a c t i n g  o u r  a l g a e  
c o n t r o l  p r o g r a m  b y  l o a d i n g  n u t r i e n t s  a n d  r e s e e d i n g  a l g a e  
p o p u l a t i o n s .  W i t h  t h e  l o w  volume of water c u r r e n t l y  i n  
Great W e s t e r n  Reservoir, t h e  a lgae  i s n ' t  b e i n g  d i l u t e d  a n d  
o u r  c o n t i n u e d  e f f o r t s  f o r  a l g a e  c o n t r o l  a r e  f u t i l e  i f  t h e  
d i s c h a r g e  w a t e r  f r o m  Rocky F l a t s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  
a l g a e  p o p u l a t i o n s .  

A n  i n q u i r y  w a s  made a s  t o  t h e  t y p e  of a lgae  c o n t r o l  program 
u s e d  fo r  t h e  Rocky F l a t s  ponds.  The r e s p o n s e  f rom t h e  p l a n t  
S t a f f  w a s  t h a t  no a l g a e  c o n t r o l  program e x i s t e d .  T h i s  is 
o u t r a g e o u s  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  ponds h a v e  p e r f e c t  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  
p r o m o t e  e x c e s s i v e  a l g a e  growth .  The p o n d s  a r e  s h a l l o w  
p r o v i d i n g  good l i g h t  p e n e t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e y  a r e  f u l l  of 
n u t r i e n t s .  The a l g a e  o b v i o u s l y  t h r i v e s  u n d e r  t h e s e  \, 

. c o n d i t i o n s -  The s a m p l e s  collected f r o m  t h e  C i t y ' s  Walnut 
C r e e k  s a m p l i n g  s t a t i o n  have been t h i c k  a n d  g r e e n  w i t h  a l g a e  ' 

€or  over a month. 
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The C i t y  w a n t s  a thorough of t h e s e  NPDES 
v i o l a t i o n s .  The e f f e c t i v e  a lgae 
c o n t r o l  program f o r  t h e  

. small  p o n d s  and  w o u l d  p r e v e n t  f u t u r e  NPDES v i o l a t i o n s  O f  
I t  would a l s o  p rov ide  g r e a t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h i s  n a t u r e .  

t h e  C i t y  of Broomfie ld’s  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  s u p p l y .  

Thank you f o r  your  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h i s  matter. I f  you 
h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  contact  K a t h y  Kochevar a t  466- 
3 1 0 4 .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

George Di Cie ro  
C i t y  Manager  

cc: Marvin T h u r b e r  
Dominick S a n c h i n i  
J o a n  S o w i n s k i  

... . 


